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In the mid-1980s, the so-called 

“Hayward Hotel” appeared on 

the top of Pleasanton Ridge, 

visible from all of Pleasanton.  

Outraged citizens and activists 

got busy!  In 1993, Pleasanton 

voters not only rejected more 

houses on the Ridge, but they 

approved the Pleasanton 

Ridgelands Plan to protect 

Pleasanton ridges, and rejected  

a plan for houses on Kottinger 

Ridge in the Southeast Hills of 

Pleasanton, the so-called Kot-

tinger Hills housing subdivi-

sion, owned by the Lin devel-

opment conglomerate. 

A battle was won, but the war 

is not over. 

The Lin’s renamed the Kot-

tinger Hills development Oak 

Grove, proposed a project with 

the size of the houses doubled 

or tripled the 1993 proposal., 

and this time, there are 51 lux-

ury mansions, some as large as 

12,500 square feet in size, 

which will sit atop Kottinger 

Ridge, above the existing Kot-

tinger Ranch development, 

adjacent to Grey Eagle Estates 

and Vintage Hills II. 

The Planning Commission 

declined to certify the woefully 

deficient EIR, and a city coun-

cil majority led by Mayor Hos-

terman approved the project.  

The Save Pleasanton Hills ref-

erendum effort quickly fol-

lowed, but the Lin’s sued to 

prevent the citizens from being 

heard by attempting to invali-

date the referendum from go-

ing on the ballot. The court 

agreed the referendum WAS 

valid and the Lin’s lost.   

The 51 unit project conflicts 

with voter-approved ridgeline 

protections which state no 

grading within 100 vertical feet 

of a ridgeline and on slopes 

25% or greater. Defeat this 

ridgetop development atop 

Kottinger Ridge and on June 

8th, vote NO for Oak Grove 

and say NO to “Hosterman 

Hotels” on Kottinger Ridge!  

STOP Ridgeline Development and 

Vote NO on Oak Grove mega-

mansions on Kottinger Ridge 

Pleasanton Voters to Decide Fate of 

Previously Defeated Ridgetop Development 

on June 8th-Say No to “Hosterman Hotels”  

In Alameda and Contra Costa 

counties, voters enacted Urban 

Growth Boundaries/Limit 

Lines to prevent encroachment 

of development into rural areas 

in order to preserve open space 

and agriculture.   

Though it is old hat for devel-

opers to call their planned 

housing subdivisions names 

like “Trails” or “Parks” or 

“Green” or “Grove” to fool 

the public, now apparently the 

term “Farm” has become part 

of the developers’ marketing 

toolkit to increase urban 

sprawl.  The only problem is 

that no one is fooled by names 

like “New Farm” when it is 

really a 186 unit housing subdi-

vision proposed outside the 

Urban Limit Line next to Hid-

den Valley Open Space in the 

Tassajara Valley in Contra 

Costa County.  Just what will 

those marketing consultants 

for developers come up with 

next?  We can’t wait! 

New Farm-A Farm or 186 Housing Units? 
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The Contra Costa Times and a 

television stations reported on 

February 18 that about 30 Fed-

eral agents served search war-

rants at the offices of Discov-

ery Builders and the Albert D. 

Seeno Construction Company 

in Concord. 

In 2002, Seeno paid $1 million 

in fines for violating the En-

dangered Species Act in the 

Pittsburg San Marco subdivi-

sion development for the de-

struction of the red-legged 

frog. 

In 2008, Seeno paid $2.9 mil-

lion in relation to a civil case 

regarding an Antioch subdivi-

sion after the Attorney General 

alleged that three creeks and 

four ponds had been filled in 

during construction. 

Recently, Save Mount Diablo 

requested that the city of Pitts-

burg investigate allegations of 

illegal grading in Pittsburg at 

the Los Medanos ridgeline 

above the Concord Naval 

Weapons Station in a 2,398 

unit development in San Marco 

in Pittsburg.  More details can 

be found at the Save Mount 

Diablo website at 

www.savemountdiablo.org/

SeenoGradingPittsburg.htm 

and aerial photos are at 

www.saveourhills.org/

illegalgrading.php 

At press time, there have been 

no further communications 

from the FBI regarding the 

specifics allegations that initi-

ated the Federal raid.  We will 

keep on top of this story and 

report on its outcome. 

The Sierra Club, supported by 

the City of Livermore and 

Friends of Livermore, appealed 

this to the Board of Supervi-

sors with the opinion that a 

high-intensity commercial ken-

nel use is not allowed by Meas-

ure D adopted in 2000.    

On 3/30/2010 the BOS, citing 

an excellent letter from the 

Alameda County approved a 

20,000 sq. ft. kennel building 

for up to 400 dogs and 50 cats 

as a “Resource Management” 

designation similar to Agricul-

ture on a 37 acre property out-

side the UGB surrounded by 

ridges in the canyons across 

from the Seeno Schaefer 

Ranch subdivision on I-580.  

Sierra Club’s attorney Stuart 

Flashman, denied the proposal.  

Thank you Supervisor Nate 

Miley for taking the lead to 

indicate a large kennel is an 

urban use, not a rural one, is 

not connected to a recreational 

or agricultural use, and also 

raising concerns regarding a 

nearby seasonal creek!  

FBI, Secret Service, IRS Raid Discovery Homes/

Seeno Development Offices in Concord 

Mega-Kennel Controversy-Measure D Agriculture/Open 
Space Land Between Castro Valley and Pleasanton 

San Marco Grading 

Photo Courtesy Save Our Hills at 

www.saveourhills.org 

Walker’s photographs of pris-

tine area ridgelines, and heart-

wrenching snapshots of envi-

ronmental destruction of some 

of these ridgelands, now lost 

forever to future generations 

by urban sprawl, there can be 

nothing more powerful to gal-

vanize us and remind us what 

we are fighting for.  

Some of Bob Walker’s collec-

tion have been published in 

“After the Storm: Bob 

Walker and the East Bay 

Regional Park District,” by 

Christopher Beaver and is 

available at local bookstores 

and www.amazon.com. 

Experience the truth of “A 

picture is worth a thousand 

words” through Mr. Walker’s 

powerful photographs, as he 

captures the beauty of the 

ridgelands and chronicles the 

onslaught of rampant develop-

ment. 

Activism and Achievement: Bob Walkerôs Legacy 

Captured in ñAfter the Stormò 
As environmental activist and 

photographer Bob Walker said, 

“The moment that someone is 

driving down the road and 

suddenly sees a bulldozer or 

some grading or a house under 

construction high in the hills 

where they never imagined 

development would take place 

is the moment they individually 

cross the line and say to them-

selves 'this has to be stopped.'"  

When it comes to Bob 

“With the valleys having 

fallen to development, our 

beloved hills now feel the 

onslaught of the bulldozer, 

and building pads replace 

the irreplaceable grandeur 

of our ridges." Bob Walker 
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Wanted: New PARC Board Members 

Ben Tarver, Environmental Activist and Former 
Pleasanton Mayor, Passes Away on January 4th 

A New Tactic in the Developersô Playbookð

Challenging the Legality of Referendums 

New members are always 

welcome.  Come join us! 

Ben Tarver 

1946-2010 

 

Are you fed up with all the 

ridgeland development and 

developers with their political 

consultants trying to get their 

ridgeland developments ap-

proved in the East Bay?  

Are you irate that political bod-

ies are ignoring voter-approved 

hillside protections and urban 

growth limits and just voting 

“Yes” on everything? 

Are you disturbed that some 

former elected officials are 

now actually working for de-

velopers as paid consultants to 

get their projects approved? 

If so, become a PARC member 

or board member! 

PARC is a true grassroots or-

ganization.  Its members study 

EIRs, attend public hearings, 

give testimony, join with other 

environmental groups on im-

portant issues and try to keep 

the public informed on threats 

to the ridges.  PARC will take a 

stand for you—please continue 

to show your support for us—

join PARC. 

PARC will be electing new 

board members at the follow-

ing date and location: 

WHEN:  

Thurs., April 15, 2010 - 7 PM 

WHERE:  

Livermore Public Library-

Community Room B   

1188 South Livermore Avenue 

Livermore CA 94550 

DIRECTIONS: From I-580, 

take the N. Livermore Avenue 

exit.  Head South for 2.5 miles.  

Library is on the left. 

used to that.  However, lately 

we are amazed by the “lawyer” 

shenanigans to shut the public 

out of the process all together.  

In addition to threats of 

SLAPP lawsuits (Strategic Law-

suits Against Public Participa-

tion), they have filed lawsuits 

that allege that referendum 

signature gatherers should have 

carried with them more, yes, 

more, than the text of the or-

dinance of the controversial 

project that the voters are be-

ing asked to vote on.  

Well, thanks to the good sense 

of the Appeals Court judges, 

First Appellate Division, in Lin 

v. Kay Ayala, we don’t think 

they’ll be trying the last tactic 

anymore.  An excerpt of the 

good judges’ opinion is on the 

left. Read the entire court opin-

ion at blog.aklandlaw.com/

uploads/file/Lin.pdf. 

Whenever a powerful devel-

oper wants to steamroll a con-

troversial project through the 

process, what kind of tactics 

does it use?  Pepper politicians 

with outrageous campaign con-

tributions?  Check. Come up 

with snazzy marketing fluff, 

with glossy mailers to sway 

public opinion?  Check. Hire 

former elected officials to hob-

nob with current elected offi-

cials? Check. Oh, yes, we are 

in the political process. Com-

pared to some of his contem-

poraries, he never “sold out” 

to big money developers or 

their campaign contributions.  

He stayed true to his convic-

tions through his lifetime. 

After stepping down as mayor, 

as a member of Friends of 

Pleasanton, he remained active 

We are sad to report that Mr. 

Ben Tarver, past 4-term mayor 

of Pleasanton and champion 

for ridgeline preservation, 

passed away on January 4th, 

2010 after complications from 

a stroke at age 63. 

Mr. Tarver was a leader who 

listened to the public and en-

couraged citizen involvement 

to ensure 1996 General Plan 

policies outlined while he was 

mayor came to fruition.  He 

helped co-author a ridgeline 

preservation ordinance, Meas-

ure PP, which the Pleasanton 

voters overwhelmingly adopted 

in November 2008.  Mr. 

Tarver was a class act and will 

be missed. 

The right to referendum 

is a “precious” one (Rossi 

v. Brown (1995) 9 Cal.4th 

688, 695), and citizens 

wishing to exercise this 

right should not be 

required to guess at the 

documents to be included 

in a referendum petition.     
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 1262 Madison Avenue 

Livermore CA 94550 

 

E-mail: preserve.area.ridgelands@gmail.com 

HELP SAVE THE RIDGELANDS!                                   I can help (please check) 

Join PARC (Preserve Area Ridgelands Committee)                          __ volunteer on as-needed basis  

                                                                                                        __ circulate petitions 

Name ____________________________________                      __ write to elected officials 

                                                                                                        __ attend public hearings 

Address ___________________________________                    __ follow legislation 

                                                                                                        __ make presentations    

City/State/Zip _____________________________                      __ take photographs 

                                                                                                        __ raise funds 

Phone _______________ Email _______________                      __ help with website 

Dues:     $15.00 per year (additional contributions welcome)            __ lead field trips   

Send to:  PARC c/o Anne Fox, 2866 Garden Creek Circle,             __ write articles 

Pleasanton CA 94588                                                                       __ other _________________ 

The Preserve Area Ridgelands 

Committee seeks to: 

Support regional planning 

where land use, air quality, and 

traffic circulation are consid-

ered along with availability of 

water resources, sewage treat-

ment and schools. 

Promote continued agricultural 

uses of land and to stop abuses 

of Williamson Act contracts. 

Advocate completion of a re-

gional open space system with 

hiking/equestrian trails. 

Membership Information 

  

  

Preserve Area Ridgelands 

Committee 

nected roadbuilder De Silva plans to use 

the massive mining operation for gravel 

for building and paving roads. 

The site known as SMP-17 and the sur-

rounding area is home to two rare ani-

mals—the tule elk and the golden eagle. 

There used to be hundreds of thou-

sands of East Bay tule elks.  Now there 

are not many left.  The tule elk heard 

near Sunol consists of about 150 elk.  

Near Sunol and Ohlone regional wilder-

ness and the San Antonio reservoir, in 

the unincorporated area of Alameda 

County near Sunol, mining operations 

under a 1984 county approval process 

allows the operator to dynamite and 

remove the top third of a 2,200 foot 

ridge.  Under the 1984 approval, pit, 

hilltop and side-hill  mining will extract 

132 million tons of rock. Politically con-

The Center for Biological Diversity 

and the Alameda Creek Alliance have 

worked to have an Apperson Ridge 

Conservation Plan and defer mining 

operations until at least 2030.   

Details of the agreement are available 

on the Center for Biological Diversity 

website at 

www.biologicaldiversity.org. 

Sunol Under Siege: Apperson Ridge in PerilðNature vs. Corporate 
Profits and Development 


